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Recollections of Squatting in Victoria
8o

: bringing .back the last of the f ok
little ‘}reek, whi"‘f;_ ‘:}?: fish in which I Ipamed belonged to an
water “flt;{ S‘]i;umi’ng_ All these were evidently very importan
uncle 0

ma“t]t; rsa:éﬂ[;f :I;:;n cyc;ntinued, “you see ole man blaCkpella, No
y ]

. elonging to Warri. You log

mon that gellla]'ofgaﬂ:;rwbait fE: gle sight of the pro;i::é
now!” Nhorfjlra on rounding a point, a long reach of stream
patriarch, -iet:-' about the middle of which was a fishing pa
came M0 K heir work. The majority of these people, at Jeast
engaged at]tl Z_med from my guide, had not only never had the
the elders, lozk at my party, not fourteen miles off, at Tongala,
;u:lo}fﬁ ,t::gver yet seen a white man, and I soon found that
t}::y were both surprised and di_spleased to find a pale-faced
stranger invading their fastness without having sent them word.
It so happened that the party was rather a defenceless one,
consisting principally of women, old men, and children, the
young men being out hunting, so that on seeing us, a general
stampede took place for the shore; whilst yells of every variety
of shrillness, from voices of every ag-;e(i bu_rs(il: on our ears, %zmk?;y
laughed heartily at the scamper, and tried to reassure -

folkg, shouting tg them at the top of his voice “to sit down; that I

was friendly and would not injure them”, and so on. But l:dis

assurances were without avail, The sauve qui peut was general,
all paddling their canoes in hot haste to a point at which the
banks, which were of some height, sloped gradually to the
water’s edge, To give them time to get out of the way, Tommy
slackened the speed of oyur canoe, allowing her to drift broad-
side on, whilst our sable friends, big and little, stepped on to

'€ Brass, as their canoes, one by one, touched the shore, hurry-

“‘%tﬂ the cover of some friendly trees near the bank. Old men

?howonmn, @ they fled, might be seen picking up the children

WETE VEry numerous, whilst some little urchins, who had
msel;els spearing frogs andb tag;
and bor, .mounted lesser urchins on their bac

Ty t;isﬂ;l:cig tﬂaftlzlie:r in the most gallant manner. :

0 the person of 5 ve : f;‘t, however, .there' was one exception,
ommy hy drz °kemall-—-the identical Warri’s father,
ink orocel From what I afterwards knew of

Must have scored hig ninety summers.

» disregarding the many and voci-
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ferous entreaties of his Ffriends, refused to retire. Somewhat
ok wcinted and bent, with bald head and long white beard, be
"m:“i noked and defiant by the stream on whose hanks he had
't:n the hest part of a century pass by, He had never before
":.",;" o white man, His fishing spear quivered in his hand, sod,
:,ﬁ.-r an nhortive attempt at a warlike caper, he howled, shused,
ned wpat at me, in senile fury, asking, as Tommy afterwards
u,, Jalned, why | eame to the Molra? What 1 wanted? That §
:w!,, o demon from the grave! That the water, the fish, snd the
ducks halonged to his tribe, Thit he spat at me and hated me.
it 1 wan Pekkn (a4 ghost), but that man or devil he would
nel
.Iw\“.\;l:ll'ut the poor old fellow was thus giving vent to his fury,
avory aoul who had found shelter was yelling at the twop of
his or her volee for him to come away and rﬂﬂ them, ax | hmz
thay expected to nee me ralse the gun which 1 held bn my hund
(of whioh wenpon thnr well knew the use) and put a stop at
anee (o his abuse and his life,
In the meantime we were deawing gradually nesrer to him,
when 1 notleed amongst the trees o mlddleaged muan who
seemed o have grown _‘:rits. Jumping about with his spear
shipped in the yoolwa, This fellow dragged o glel of some ten
yeara from hehind u tree, and, with a sharp, angry exclumation,
pushed her towards us, cloar of the cover, Until forced on o the
open ground, the chl\d hung buck and resisted, When she
found that course useless, however, her manner altered, and
whe walked steadily towards the old man with qulet and
resolute step, Fivery cry now ceased, No doubt her peaple had
heard that white men q!d not war with ehildeen, and it was on
l}'iﬁ pround that she, und not u man, was sent to bring back
‘;‘ tribal grandatre; but sl they could huve had no certalinty
of what T might do, and the moment must have been one of
‘n‘:\ﬁt‘l.ou:':lulpinu‘ Curlous to test the temper of the E»plo. 1
pered to Tommy to be allent, that I should not hurt her,
yod rulred my gun to my shoulder, The child, now not many
it e b it e LG ey
ahout hep and“with senal ataly & ommm o
the Fun 10 the ptbbaring 618 nevagy. AAteing bt o o |
hers, s ithout furdher notice of me, ahe took his hand in
é simple uet somehow seemed to bring back the old






